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Dann veranderte sich der Charak-
ter des Meeres. Die in dem war-
men Wasser lebenden Organismen
bildeten Kalkablagerungen. Der
Zechsteinkalk bildet die oberste
Schicht des Aufschlusses.

Erste bergmannische Aktivita-
ten sind fir das 16. Jh. belegt.
Das Interesse galt zunachst dem
Kobalterz und dem Schwerspat.
Dann wurde auch Kupferschiefer
abgebaut.

1860 kam der Bergbau zum Erlie-
gen; das Bergwerk ,Lange Wand"
wurde danach weitgehend in sei-
nem Originalzustand belassen.
Eine besondere wirtschaftliche
Bedeutung hatte es nie.
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Derin Quedlinburg geschaftsan-
sassige Regionalverband Harz
koordiniert die Geoparkarbeit
Im sudlichen Teil des UNESCO-
Geoparks. Um die geologische
Vielfalt der Harzregion zwi-
schen dem GroRen Bruch im
Norden und der Hainleite im
Suden begreiflich zu machen,
hat er ein flachendeckendes
Netz aus Landmarken und Geo-
punkten entwickelt. Landmar-
ken wie der Poppenbergturm
sind weithin sichtbare oder
besonders bekannte Punkte
des Geoparks. Geopunkte sind
Fenster in die Erdgeschichte.
Der Aufschluss ,Lange Wand"
ist Geopunkt @ im Gebiet der
Landmarke 6 — Poppenbergturm.

Weitere Informationen:
www.harzregion.de
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The ,Lange Wand" (Long Wall) ex-
posure is like a window into the
history of the planet. A number
of layers can be recognised. The
lowest layer consists of llfeld
porphyry. This igneous rock was
deposited during the [FEEIEOEN
Period. The time between ca. 280
and 270 MYA was characterised
by volcanic activity. The layer
above is comprised of sandstone
formed from consolidated beach
sediment (Zechstein conglome-
rate). This sediment originated
as erosion debris from moun-
tains formed by the Variscan
orogeny, which occurred during
the Palaeozoic when the super-
continents Gondwana and Lau-
russia collided. The next layer is
copper shale. This was formed
during theZechstein| Period, ca.
250 MYA. Organic material was
deposited on the floor of the
Zechstein Sea. Metals, like copper
and silver, became concentrated

malachite (green), azurite (blue), erythrite
(rose), iron compounds (brown)
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in this sludge. The nature of the
sea then changed. The organisms
that lived in the warm water for-
med calcium carbonate deposits.
Zechstein limestone forms the
uppermost layer of the exposure.

The first documented mining
activity dates to the 16 century.
Mining interest focussed initially
on cobalt ore and barite. Later,
copper shale was also mined.
Mining activity ceased in 1860.
Afterwards the Lange Wand Mine
was largely left as it was. It never
enjoyed any particular economic
Importance.
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The Regionalverband Harz, as
one of the managers of the
UNESCO Global Geopark Harz -
Braunschweiger Land - Ostfalen,
seeks to make the geology in
the Harz region accessible and
understandable. In order to il-
lustrate the geological diversity
of the Harz Mountains and their
foothills, a region-wide network
of Landmarks and Geopoints
has been established. Land-
marks are widely visible or par-
ticularly well-known locations
of the Geopark. Geopoints fo-
cus on the geological history of
the region. The “Long Wall” Expo-
sure is Geopoint @ in the area
encompassed by Landmark 6 —
Poppenberg Tower.

Further information regarding
the Geopark can be found at:
www.harzregion.de
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Text: Isabel Reuter & Dr. Klaus George = Photos: Bergwerks-und Wanderfiihrergruppe llfeld/Wiegersdorf e. V. = Translation: Darren Mann

Conceptual design: design office Agentur fiir Kommunikation GmbH
Regionalverband Harz e. V., Quedlinburg 2017. All rights reserved
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